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Annual Meeting Recap

The 2008 Annual Meeting was held on January 13th at the Hospital for
Special Care Research and Education Center in New Britain. Board Chair-
man Fred Liguori called the meeting to order and presented a photo slide
show depicting the SBAC events of 2007. These included the annual confer-
ence, spaghetti supper, Stroll & Roll and Adopt-A-Ghost ®. After the slide
show, Fred gave an overview of 2007 events, programs and financial status.
Details of 2008 plans were presented. The last order of business was the
election of directors. Three board members were elected: Lois Silver, Dr.
Roger Thrall and Attorney Sharon Pope.

Lois Silver of Morris, CT was elected to her first term as a director. Lois, is
a wife and mother. Her youngest daughter, Annie, has spina bifida. Lois pre-
viously served on last years conference planning committee and is working
on this years as well.

Attorney Sharon Pope began her first full term on the board. Sharon was
appointed to the remainder of a vacant position in 2007. Prior to joining the
board, Sharon was a speaker at all three of our annual conferences present-
ing on the topic of Special Needs Trusts, a specialty of her law practice.
Sharon will be assisting on our Bylaws Committee. Sharon has previous
experience serving on non-profit boards and with disability law.

Dr. Roger Thrall was elected to a second term as an SBAC Director. Roger
was instrumental in the creation of the Hospital for Special Care Research
and Education Center, home of the SBAC’s World Headquarters (our office
space). Besides helping with nearly every event over the past two years,
Roger has assisted in our grant writing efforts.

We look forward to a great 2008, and invite you all to join us.



= A Message From Fred Liguori, Chairman

Of all the things that are required for the SBAC to function, the most im-
portant thing is volunteerism. The SBAC has been a volunteer organization
until just recently, March 2007, when we hired our first part-time Executive
Director. Volunteers do the vast majority of the work required to organize
events and run our programs. At our Annual Meeting in J anuary, two of
our volunteers completed their terms on the Board of Directors and chose
not to run for another term, they are Mario Moore and Marybeth Petersen.

Mario volunteered his time for the last 2 years and was the person who
enabled us to capture our events with photos. He supplied us with liter-
ally hundreds of photos from every event held since he was elected to the
Board. I want to thank him for permanently capturing those memories for
us.

Marybeth Petersen I know wil] be embarrassed by this acknowledgement of
her contribution to the SBAC, but her contribution cannot £0 unrecognized.
She was a critical part of this organization for the last 6 years and tackled
numerous tasks. She provided us with an exceptional newsletter every
other month; a newsletter that Wwas recognized with two awards from SBA

national. She took over responsibility for our Educational Conference and

organized every aspect of the conference the last few years. She has tack-

led every project with inherent organizational skills that has never over-
looked even the smallest detail. To say that Marybeth was an asset to the
SBAC would be a gross understatement. Marybeth chose not to return to
the BOD and instead has taken a full-time job with the Farmington School
District. I want to thank her for her contributions and wish her the best in
her new career.

The SBAC continues to need volunteers to staff committees outside the
Board of Directors. We have more active programs and more events

then ever before. Although we hate to see our Board members leave, we
embrace new individuals who come with fresh ideas and an open mind.
Please be a part of the organization; take a role in our future. What we
have accomplished the last few years is rewarding but we are far from our
ultimate goals. Come help us reach those goals.

Fred




Upcoming Events S

Join us for an evening

Under The Stars

Gala Charity Auction
to benefit the
Spina Bifida Association
of Connecticut

Honoring:

Dr. Robert LaCamera
Yale/New Haven Hospital
Lifetime Achievement Award

Barbara Draheimi, MSN, APRN/PNP
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
Distinguished Health Service Award

Hors D'Oeuvres - Wine & Beer Tasting
Live and Silent Auction

Friday, February 29, 2008
7:30 in the evening
The Pond House Cafe
Elizabeth Park - West Hartford, CT
Tickets - $75 per person
(tax deductible portion - $50)

Semi-Formal Attire

www.SBAC.org 800-574-6274

—————————————————————————————————————

Items up for Bid

Terra Cotta Clay Portrait Bust
by Artist Marilyn Parkinson Thrall

James Taylor Tickets At Tangle-
wood on 7/4/08

UCONN Men'’s Basketball

tickets 3/8/08 at Gampel Pavilion
w/ parking pass

Double strand freshwater pearl
necklace with chips of semiprecious
stones w/ Bali clasp and matching
earrings

Live Taping of ESPN

BASEBALL TONIGHT

w/ Karl Ravech followed by tour for
4 & Goodies, hat, t-shirt

One of a kind square bowl
MAKBOARD clear snowboard

Bushnell: The Music from the Music
Man tickets for 4/22/08

YMCA Membership for 6 months
Blades beauty Basket
Spritz Salon Basket

Handcrafted wood (table boxes or
small furniture piece)

Wallingford Country Club 4 Card
COW PARADE framed print
from Center Framing of West
Hartford

Lesson with golf pro at Rockledge
Country Club 1/2 hour

and much more!



“® Program Update

SBAC Scholarship Fund Accepting Applications

The SBAC Scholarship Fund was established to help in-
dividuals living with Spina Bifida achieve their maximum
potential through higher education. Applications are now
being accepted for scholarships for the 2008-09 school year.
Applicant must have Spina Bifida. The amount of each
Scholarship Award is $1000.00.
The Allocation committee will
determine annually the number of
awards. This decision is based on
available funds.

The SBAC Scholarship Committee
awarded three $1,000.00 scholar-
ships last year to some very deserv-
ing young ladies.. “We are proud of
the accomplishments of these young
ladies and are glad to support them
and, hopefully, many others to come.” says SBAC Chairper-
son Fred Liguori.

Applications with full instructions and requirements are
available at www.sbac.org or by calling the SBAC

at 800-574-6274. Deadline for application is April 15, 2008.

4th Annual Conference

The SBAC 4th Annual Conference will be held on Satur-
day, April 5, 2008 at the University of Hartford Magnet
School. A full day of speakers has been scheduled includ-
ing:

Dr. Jeftrey Thomson, Orthopedics, CCMC
Dr. Paul Kanev, Neurosurgery, CCMC
Jan Stilkey, RN, MSN, PNP, Maine Medical Center

Adults living with Spina Bifida will have sessions specific
to their needs. A full day of Kid’s Camp is available for the
youngsters, with special activities scheduled. New this year
will be the Teen Lounge. A place to hang-out, play some
video games and socialize. A special teen-centered session
has also been scheduled. Registration information and a
complete schedule of sessions will sent out at a later date,
as well as posted on our website www.sbac.org.

Speaker and sessions subject to change.

National Scholarship Opportunity

The 2008 National SBA Scholarship Program is open and
accepting applications. Applicants must submit their com-
pleted application postmarked no later than Friday, March 7,
2008.

National SBA Scholarship Programs include:
SBA One-Year Scholarship
SBA Four-Year Scholarship

If you have any questions concerning the SBA Scholarship
Program feel free to contact:

Tanya Coogan

Director of Chapter Development
202-944-3285 ext. 23
202-944-3295 (fax)
tcoogan(@sbaa.org

Or visit www.spinabifidaassociation.org .

HSC Adaptive Sports Programs

The Hospital for Special Care is offering adaptive sports
clinics throughout the month of February.

Saturday, February 9, 2008

9:00 am - 11:00 am Wheelchair Soccer
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm  Wheelchair Basketball

Saturday, February 23, 2008

9:15am-11:15am Table Tennis and Track & Field
12:15pm-2:15pm  Swimming

All sessions, except swimming, are held at the HSC Re-
search and Education Center, 370 Osgood Avenue in New
Britain. Swimming is held at the HSC Aquatic Center at
2150 Corbin Avenue in New Britain.

For more information or to register for any of the session
call HSC at 860-832-6220.



Program Update S
Consumers Needed for Council ~ Baseball Outing Scheduled

The SBAC was recently
game! Mark your calen-

awarded a grant to help ( } %)

promote the use of %"—1‘-% dars, because the SBAC

FOLIC /\C' ID NOW Folic Acid in helping -af- will once again be hosting
= to prevent Spina Bifida. NEW BRITAIN an outing to see the New

As part of this program Britain Rockcats play.

the SBAC is forming the Connecticut Council on Folic

Acid. The Council will consist of representatives from e Included in the ticket price

agencies, organizations and medical professionals ' is an all-you-can eat cook-

who deal with women’s / reproductive health issues. out along the third baseline.

The Council is seeking a mother, who has a child with

Spina Bifida and supports the use of Folic Acid to join This outing is scheduled for Wednesday, July 23rd. A

Take me out to the ball

the council. small fee will be charged for each ticket. Stay tuned to
The Interactive and our website, SBAC.org, for more
While this program is intended for all women who are information.

capable of becoming pregnant, a particular focus of this
grant is on educating women of Hispanic and Asian
decent. If you or someone you know is interested in
becoming a part of this group, please contact the SBAC
at 800-574-6274 or by e-mail at sbac@sbac.org .

“Get Well” wishes go out to Jake Fowler who is recovering
from a major surgery and a recent illness.

Hope your feeling better, Jake.

Supporter’s Corner
Selfless Acts Support the SBAC

When Roaring Brook Elementary School teacher Kevin Max and Andrah Stone, of Burlington, CT, both celebrated
Caselli was asked, by one of his room mothers, what type birthdays recently. Instead of getting gifts at their parties,
of Christmas gift he would like from the class, he said he they requested that donations be made to the SBAC.
would like it to be donations to the SBAC.

Their baby-sitter, Alicia, was, at the time, pregnant with a
Kevin has a young son with Spina Bifida and was very child with Spina Bifida. Both parties brought in a total of
grateful for the support his family received from the SBAC. $455.00 in their honor.
Kevin’s 3rd grade class donated $475.00 in their honor.

Alicia and her child are both doing well.

If yow hawenw't oy chowity inv your heaut,
thew yow have the worst kind of heawt trouble
- - - Bob-Hope



& Supporter’s Corner

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS

A.J. Gambardella Associates, LLC
Daniel & Adele Abruzzese
Advanved Hair & Transplant Center
Carol Albert

C.B. Alling

Lisa Allyn

Heidi Almeida

American Eagle Fed. Credit Union
Elizabeth Andel

Robert & Marcia Andel

J. M. Anderson

Sandra & Juan Andrade

Joan & Franklin Andrew

Andy’s Market

AT&T Community Connections
Patricia Atkinson

Mary Attardo

Automobile Associates of Canton
Robert Babcock

Back in Motion

Jo-Ann Back

Gretchen & Kenneth Bagley
Alison Barney

Richard & Kristin Barnhart
Mathieu & Jennifer Beaupre
Stephanie Beck

Catherine Behuniak

Jeffrey & Hilary Bernetich
Steven & Kathleen Bessette
Vladimir & Natalie Beylin
Chelsea Bilodeau

Darlene M Bilodeau

Lauren Jo Bondi

Linda & David Bordonaro
Christopher & Tracy Jo Brabham
Lisa & John Bradley

Craig & Becki Bradshaw

Braun Research, Inc.

David & Mavis Brittelli

Anna Buchnal

Cuiman Cai

Berclee Cameron

Dr. David Canter

Deanne & Rafael Cardenas

Gina & Frank Carducci

David & Bonnie Carlson

Kiley Carlson

Kurt & Yvonne Carlson

Patricia Carlson

James Caruso

Lori & Ronald Carver

Joann Casbarro

Kevin M. Caselli

Kevin & Vanessa Chamberlain
Richard & Terry Charbonneau
Suzanne Chimini

Chubb & Son

Kevin & Sandra Claffey

Lisa & Todd Clark

Clinton Auto Repair Shop, LLC
Steven Coffey

Susan Marie & James Coffey
Michele & Shawn Collins
Connecticut Business Systems, LLC
Christopher & Margaret Cooper
Karleen & Scott Craddock
Thomas & Kristen Culbertson
Pamela & David Cunningham
Anne & Roman Czuchta
Anthony & Dianna D’ Alessandro
Stephen D’ Amico

Mark & Paula Darin

David G. Sierpinski Builder, Inc.
Deborah Deford

Amy Dounay

Dr. Mary Markow

Sharon Drakos, APRN, MSN,CS
Sharon Duckett

Linda & Dennis Duff

Joseph & Sharon Duggan
Diane & Michael Dumais
Elizabeth A Dunn

Peggy & Samuel Edwards
Theodore & Kiristina Ells
Michelle & Fritz Engel

Edna Epperson-Toomey

John & Melissa Etienne

Marion & Jeffrey Fair

Kathleen & Timothy Farley
Renee & Scott Felter

Susan Ferrante

Carl & Patricia Ferrarese

Joanne & Frank Field
Sandra & Philip Fischer
Fleet Image

Jane & Vincent Flood
Suzanne Forlivio

Kelley & Michael Francesco
Christopher & Lynn Marie Fusco
Lenore & Dennis Gallagher
Hua Gao

Paul & Wendy Garizio
Geissler’s Supermarket, Inc.
Lawrence & Janet Geissler
Peter & Rebecca Geissler
Deborah & Gregory Gentile
Jennifer Glass

Brian & Edith Goldsmith
Leslie Gordon

Christina & Richard Gorskey
Ann Gramuglia

Dr. Peter & Susan Green
Laura & Gary Greenfield
Jerald & Tanya Greenvall
Griffin’s Plumbing & Heating
Thomas & Karen Griffin
Bruce & Nancy Gullans
Gary & Patricia Hagar
Adolph & Kamila Hank
Anthony & Eileen Harris
Marta & Carlos Hernandez
James & Melissa Heus
Maria & Matthew Hibbard
Kathleen Higgans

Highland Park Markets
Mildred Hill

Steven & Michelle Kane
Michael & Michelle Kaprinski
Joan M. Karpuk

Wendy Kavanah

Joseph & Theresa Kedves
Autumn Keyser

William & Natalie Kissel
David Knaus

Cindi & Karlton Kramer
Karen Krol

Robert G. Lacamera, M.D.
Janice Lamb



Supporter’s Corner

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS

Joseph & Lisa Lanzetta

Janet & Anthony Lanzetti
Richard & Mary Ellen Larson
Theresa Lattanzio

Dorothy Leachman

Eugene & Sandy LePage
Fred & Jill Liguori

Janice Liguori

Joanne T Liljedahl

Nicole & Blaise Lippa
Martin & Donna-Beth Lisebick
Shelley Lowe

Kathy Luongo

Fitzgerald’s Foods

Michael & Lauren Lyons
Anthony & Patricia Mackiewicz
Rita A. Madison

Emilia & Cory Maitz

Frank & Madeline Mallanda
Thomas & Lisa Malone
Dennis & Elaine Maloney
Gerard & Colleen Marcil
Margaritas of Branford, Inc.
Leo Marino

Susan & Edward Martel

Paul & Lisa Maurer

Laura & Kenneth Mayne
Arthur Mc Lendon

Thomas E. McCarthy
Barbara E. McCord

Lauri McGrath

Dale & Jacquelyn McLeod
Brian & Tania McNaboe
Patricia Mercuriano

Jonathan & Vivian Miller
Anthony J. Mongillo, M.D.
Mario O. Moore

Mikel & Margaret Moyer
Leroy & Ivy Yvonne Murray
Gary & Jacquline Nash
Naugatuck Fire Fighters Local 1219
Matt Neal

James & Mary Ann Newton
Maria Nguyen

North Windham Animal Hospital
Linda & Spencer Nussbaum
Stephen & Barbara O’Rourke

Selina & Michael Ocskasy
Olivieri Quickprint Centers
Edward & Patricia Pabich
Brian & Jayne Pampuro
Amalia Pascoe

John & Elizabeth Pavlakis

M Beth Penney

James & Kristi Perkins
Tulsiedeo & Sookmattic Persaud
Conrad & Judith Petersen
Marybeth & Scott Petersen
Jeffrey & Cura Pfefferkorn
Pfizer Matching Gifts Program
Pfizer United Way Campaign
Derek Pflum

John & Rhonda Pilkington
Alison & Brian Pirrie

Diane Pirrie

Debra Plaut

Sharon L. Pope

Sarah Poulin

Kenneth & Phyllis Pruzinsky
Robert & Agnes Quinn

James & Pamela Rasmussen
Holly Reusser

Ride-Away Handicap Equipment
Robert & Elizabeth Rinaldi
Robert’s Food Center

Robert A. Kravecs, Jr., D.M.D., LLC
Dale Marie & Richard Roseman
Kim Roseman

Jeffery & Kathy Rowe

Steven Rudemyer

Sally & Roger Ruggeri

James & Meghan Russell

Paul & Michele Russell
Vanessa & Raymond Ryan
Lisa & Steve Salhany

Dorian Santoemma

Peter & Joyce Santoro

Milton & Fatima Santos
Christine Scheppard
Veerabahu Shanmugasundaram
Susan & Derek Sheehan
Shoreline Pediatrics

Judith Silkowski

Lois Silver

Adam & Jill Skepner
Richard Skinner
Donna & Mark Skwiot
Nina Smith
Jennifer Soo
Kathy Steeves
Paula & Joseph Stewart
Rae Ann & Andrew Stone
Richard & Louise Strout
Summer Cuts By Sarah, LLC
Leslieann Sussman
Kay Swan
Elizabeth Tattersall
Laurenne Teachout
The Hartford
The Ryan Pharmacy
Jeremiah & Erica Thompson
Dr. Jeffrey & Susan Thomson
Roger & Marilyn Thrall
Carol & Kevin Toomey
Marilyn Toomey
Sue Toomey
Kathleen Tramontozzi
Jeffrey & Janet Valentine
Patricia & Michael Visintainer
Sofia Volpe
Derek Vrieze
Susan Waide
James & Janice Ward
J. & S. Warmus
Waterford Group

Charitable Foundation
Rita M Wear
Judith Weber
Wayne & Robin Wheeler
Mark & Dana Wichmann
Maria & Peter Wilcox
Kathryn Wilding
Wildlife Control Services, LLC
Catherine & Scott Witter
Patricia Yaros
Lynne & Andrew Zemaitis
Ashley Zennis
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Spina Bifida Association
®» @ ® of Connecticut

P.O. Box 2545

Hartford, CT 06146-2545
www.sbac.org

ph. 800.574.6274

Have you returned your
membership form for this
year?

If not we have included one
for you.

Our Mission is to promote the prevention of Spina Bifida and enhance the lives of all affected.

SBAC Allocations Fund

The SBAC Allocations Fund was created to
provide financial assistance to members.

The fund reimburses a portion of out-of-
pocket expenses for medical, recreational,
and accessibility costs.

Reimbursement Available for:
- Vehicle Modifications

- Home Accessibility Applications and funding

modifications . . .
- Un-reimbursed Medical Expenses gl‘”.de“nes are avallable
on-line at www.sbac.org or

by calling 800.574.6274.
Applications must be postmarked by March 1, 2008




